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This document makes references to the functional specifications stated in  
http://www.paulscholten.eu/public/paulscholten/media/file/pdfbestanden/FinalFunctionalSpecification-
versie%206-20130208-1430.pdf

This document gives an overview of the working prototype to be built.

During our interviews we have been searching for a combination of features that will
• provide the core functionalities needed to fulfill the goal of the DPSP project
• be minimal amount of features to 

• speed up the development process
• give an early overview of the system
• provide us an early checkpoint to see if requirements are met

Core functionalities

We will describe the core functionalities, i.e. the functionalities that the system cannot do without. We 
will do this with the help of the different types of pages and give screenshots (mockups) of those pages.

The different pages we differentiate:

1. Translation pages
2. Information pages
3. Draft pages
4. Research questions overview pages
5. Specific research question pages

All pages are created / updated / deleted in Wordpress and each page should be one of the 5 page types 
mentioned above in our working prototype. For the category pages and information pages, this is 
already present in a standard Wordpress. For Translation pages, custom software is written to insert the 
Dutch-English page (see 'translation page'). For the Draft pages, a 'comment-by-paragraph'-
functionality becomes available when the page is set to Draft. For Research question pages, the system 
makes use of the category functionality in Wordpress, together with Annotum.

In this working prototype, 'Journal' and 'Archives' are mentioned and shown in the sceenshots but are 
not functional. This is done to limit the scope of the first version of the website. In the first version of 
the website the open peer review is not yet operative.

https://paulscholten.eu/public/paulscholten/media/file/pdfbestanden/FinalFunctionalSpecification-versie%206-20130208-1430.pdf
https://paulscholten.eu/public/paulscholten/media/file/pdfbestanden/FinalFunctionalSpecification-versie%206-20130208-1430.pdf


Translation pages

Part of the goal 
of the DPSP is to 
present a first 
draft of an 
English 
translation of 
Paul Scholten’s 
Algemeen Deel. 
This draft is open 
for discussion 
and the public is 
invited to 
comment on the 
different 
paragraphs. We 
will present a 
general mockup 
of a “translation 
page” below. In 
the working 
prototype, there 
is only one 
translation page 
(Dutch English). 
Each paragraph 
has a number and 
a commenting 
function assigned 
to it (see picture). 
The comments 
can be seen on 
right (the English 
translation) as the 
text-balloon and 
when clicked, the 
user gets a popup 
which shows the 
comments for 
that paragraph together with an invitation for the user to comment on that paragraph.

The translation page is created via a custom written program, which gets as input two Word-files 
(Dutch and English) with the same mark-up (to mark pages / sections and footnotes) and as output, 
creates the page in Wordpress (Commentpress). On the created page, it is possible to navigate through 
the translation by selecting one of the 180 pages, or 28 sections.



Information pages

The working 
prototype provides 
the administator to 
create information 
pages, which are just 
that.

The information 
pages are not open for 
discussion.

These pages are 
created in Wordpress, 
where text, images, 
links and text mark-
up can be entered. 
The menu structure is 
also made in 
Wordpress. With the 
help of plugins, a 
table of content could 
be added to the page.

The table of contents 
is automatically 
generated from the 
headings within the 
text (for an example 
of such a table of 
contents, see the next 
page).



Draft pages

Drafts are concept 
pages for the book, 
mostly made by the 
editors, but in this 
case a text which is 
already published is 
used to stimulate the 
discussion. 

Drafts are preliminary 
pages for the book 
and will be changed 
according to 
feedback. 

The draft pages have 
the same layout as the 
translation pages, but 
only have one column 
instead of the two 
column side-by-side 
with translation 
pages.

A draft page is 
basically a 
'information page', but 
with the additional 
functionality to be 
able to comment on 
paragraphs. 

Careful attention 
should be given to the 
way Commentpress 
stores these 
paragraphs. When 
pages change (a 
paragraph is removed 
or added), comments should not be lost. We have also talked about making some paragraphs not 
commentable (i.e. finished). This should be done within Wordpress and should be explained to the 
administrator in the documentation.



Research question pages

For the research 
question pages, two 
mockups are given. 
One for the research 
question overview 
page and a page for 
the specific research 
question.

The research 
questions are 'open' 
for research and 
users are invited to 
contribute to the 
book in this way.

On the 'research 
questions' page all 
the research 
questions in this 
“category” (Life in 
this example) are 
given. It should be 
made clear that each 
research question is 
clickable and leads 
to a separate page 
about the specific 
research question.

Eventually research 
questions can be 
deemed 'closed' by 
the administrator 
and can be included 
in the book (in 
whole or in part or 
just as a reference).



Specific research question page

Each research question 
is a separate page (a 
summary of all research 
questions in a specific 
category can be seen in 
the 'Research questions' 
page). 

The title of the page is 
the research question. 
The body of the page is 
a draft made by the 
editor. It may contain an 
elaboration of the 
reasons for asking this 
question, it may contain 
guidelines for answering 
the question. It may also 
contain a draft of an 
answer either made by 
the editor himself or a 
text he has chosen as a 
good inducement for 
discussion. These texts 
are open for comments. 

A user can fill in his 
email address to be able 
to submit an article. 
This is done by creating 
a contributor account 
for the user.

The articles submitted 
on a research question 
are retrieved by looking 
at the abstracts and 
clicking on the 
download button

The articles and comments that contribute to the pages written for the book will be published in the 
journal, when the Review function is operative. When the Archive function is ready it will be possible 
to remove all comments and abstracts from these pages after the review has taken place.



Conclusion

One of the goals of this document is to reach a mutual understanding of the core functionalities of the 
working prototype. The working prototype does not provide all the functionalities laid out in the 
functional specifications (the prototype does not include the Journal and Archives sections). 

This is done to reach a clear overview of the different pages and the workings of the system for 
developer and non-developer as soon as possible . This will then allow for the possibility to make 
changes before taking the next step and encounter the further complexities of Journal and Archives.

During our interviews, we have not only looked at the way the site is laid out, but also at the menu 
structure. We believe the menu structure presented here gives a good reflection of the goal of the DPSP 
website to collaboratively write a book and clarifies already how the functionalities of Journal and 
Archives will fit in.
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